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This yeardés conference had a different feel to
organisation is now SIGBI Ltd and we are shareholders. The FEC are now Directors and they

shared the stage with the FMB at the AGM. In addition the Welsh language was used in
announcements and in travelling around Cardiff all public signs are in both English and Welsh.

This year was extra exciting for me and my mum as | was to receive the Region Presidency of Sl
Chilterns. Members should try to experience conference during their membership, and on a
regular basis if possible. It gives the organisation a meaningful existence, especially when the
achievements are portrayed on a global basis. You really feel that this is a vibrant dynamic
organisation of women with positive attitudes. As usual there were many members from all over
the SIGBI world.

Meetings of the FMB, Teams of Excellence take place before the main business of the conference
starts, so we arrived on the day of the official opening on Thursday.

Thursday 29 October

Arriving into Cardiff station in the afternoon, the taxi drivers were already aware that something

special was happening. Their curiosity is usually the start of the event as they often ask what is a
Soroptimist when they see hundreds of women arriving. Having briefed our driver on what was
happening, we arrived at our accommodation. After settling in we decided to walk up to the

Conference Arena and register to receive our bag and paperwork and have a look around at the

stands. There were stands for Project Sierra with all kinds of goods for sale, fabric which the girls

had made and printed, cards etc. There was a Soroptimist Archive stand with a recent history of

events, the RNIB, collections for any further bras for the publicity eventandRe gi on | PP L a
pink quilt for which she was selling tickets.

After finishing here we went to change and returned for the evening opening ceremony. The
programme was as follows

Welcome to Conference from

Helen Murdoch, Chairman of the Conference Committee, Ann Dawson Chief Steward and Rhian
Wiliams Deputy Chief Steward

The flags of the Federation were greeted on stage by President Carwen and rather than welcomed
alphabetically they were chronologically greeted by their year of inauguration.

Roll Call taken by Gina Coad, Federation Administrator allowed us to see where the rest of the
Region and our clubs were located within the auditorium

Objects and Purpose were read by Dr Ann Barton and Janet Waymont, both of SI Haverfordwest
There was a silence while we remembered those who had died, and in particular Lynn Dunning



The Welcome to Wales was given by the Deputy First Minister, followed by the welcome to Cardiff
by Councillor Brian Griffiths, the Lord Mayor of Cardiff

Welcome from S| Wales Regions was given by Hilary Allman, President SI Wales South and Anne
MacDonald OBE, President SI Cheshire, North Wales and Wirral

Welcome from SI Cardiff was given by Cherry Wright, President of SI Cardiff and District

Greetings from President Carwend6s club were giyv
Haverfordwest

Greetings were received from around the world and especially from HRH The Queen, announced
by Helen Murdoch and Ann Hodgson

President Carwen then declared the conference open

x The rest of the evening was a Celebration of Peace (Heddwch) and there followed a
selection of music and singing from, in order of appearance
Euphor i Euphonium Quartet from the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama
Dancing from the Cardiff Folk Dance Company
Kathryn Rees, Harpist

x Angara Rees, Soprano
After this delightful mini Eisteddfod, Hazel Hassanali SI San Fernando gave the vote of thanks

X X X

Both the Welsh and English National Anthems were played before we departed.

Afterwards there was a reception for incoming Presidents and | was delighted to meet both Hanne
Jensbo International Federation president and also Eliane Lagasse, President Sl Europe. It was
also an opportunity to meet with the other incoming Regional Presidents and Jackie Mosedale.

Friday 30 October

x We were straight into the first speaker this morning, Chris
Moon MBE, introduced by Maureen Maguire, Federation
Director of Finance. A former Army Officer with operational
experience, worked for a charity clearing landmines in Asia
and Africa. Two years later in 1995 he was walking in a
supposed cleared area in Mozambique when he was blown
up, resulting in the loss of his lower right arm and leg.
Doctors say he survived against the odds due to his
determination and fitness. He is therefore an excellent role
model for motivation and determination and now has a
management consultancy where he walks the talk and
challenges the concept of limitation. He is also a very attractive man in his forties and when
he commentedhe could find no 6nice girlsbé to date
excitement and no doubt several offers from the crowd.

He spoke about how disappointments help to build opportunities, how being a Thatcher child
drove him to join the army but then moved on to clearing landmines. He excels in making the best
of life and growing people. Having completed the London Marathon within a year of leaving



hospital, he then went on to complete the 135 n
one step, one step.

He summarises his attitude as follows

Make the best use of your time, it is precious and waits for no man and very few women

Never take things personally

Doné6ét worry that you dono6ét al ways see the re
Attitude is a matter of choice

Never underestimate the power of belief

Never be crushed, persistence is the material of success

Positive personal pep talk, internal audit

Keep a positive aspect on reality, which chooses a positive outcome/ attitude
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He has taken parties to Kilimanjaro and run the length of Cambodia to raise funds for charities
assisting the disabled. He has written books, appeared numerous times in the media and most
importantly used his experience to understand and illustrate the power of achievement.

x Vote of thanks given by Nana Pratt of FEC Sierra Leone

After the coffee break Yvonne Machuk, SI Convention 2001 Chair introduced
the destination of Montreal. She was introduced by Joan Lunt, Convention
Chair 2008. The 19" Convention will take place in July 2011 in Montreal. This
French speaking city was founded in 1642 but now is multi lingual and most
people speak English. Founded on the fur trade, this city now has everything
a Convention delegate could need. The invitation has now been made and
Montreal awaits the Soroptimist invasion. Through our theme of "Women
Leading a Civil Society", we will explore ways to improve the lives of women
and girls around the world. Convention is a time to rekindle the flame within to continue the
significant work of Soroptimism.

x Vote of thanks given by Kathy Greenidge of SI Jamestown
The 63 presentation was introduced by Jenny Vince, ‘ i
Chairman. Such is the success of 63 this year that the
Committee took part in a University Challenge type
presentation where the positive attributes of the
residential club were given in a Q and A style. Bookings
are up and this year the club was awarded 3 AA stars for
its hospitality and accommodation. Note the excellent
new leaflet, much more emotive than previous literature.

'63": your home in'London

Ui | e

Programme Action was introduced by Hilary Ratcliffe, Federation programme
Director

x She advised that there had been discussion to decide on a project to
carryoninLynnDunni ngneesnor y. Thi s i ®s tfoorb e
bearing in mind her concern for personal hygiene and sanitation. This
will also tie in with Wateraid and ensure the provision in developing
countries across the Federation.
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There were 14 Programme Action presentations as follows falling under the range of categories
covered by programme focus

x Sl Nottingham i Women into Work. This involves a refuge and running courses for women
who need help in finding work. The members run courses on CV writing, application letters,
role play, presentations and research. It is a real hands on project and members get to
react with the women on a 1-2-1 basis. The feedback is so good they plan to run the
courses several times a year

x Sl Surulere Nigeria i Craft shop. The craft shop sells items made by the physically
handicapped and Downs syndrome children and young adults. The club buys the material
and sewing machines and provides the support. They plan to extend into charity shops next
year

x Sl Glasgow South i Kariti School Kenya. The school was opened in 2005 with support of
the Seed of Hope and sponsorship. The school teaches appropriate education courses
from farming to making jewellery and the club supports the school and the students and the
subsequent graduates.

x Sl Karachi Central/Bridgend i Invest in a Girl. The Chanesar Village project supports 5 girls
at £20 per year. The clubs support the students by raising money for uniforms, books,
toilets etc. They also award the Soroptimist Shield to the top student each year. Each
student gets 100Rupees each and new clothes. They also held an Eid project, bazaars and
a Book Bank. 20 girls have so far been supported.

x S| Canterbury i Poetry book project. 65 poets from 50 clubs over 4 Federations. The
Voices in Verse book is being sold for Project Sierra with voluntary writings from
Soroptimists. It was on sale at Conference. Launched on Literacy Day.

x Sl Aberdeen i Phoenix Project. This provides drivers for the Phoenix Club, some of whose
members have been attending for over 20 years. It is an important place for those who go
and it supports boccia teams, the ball game for wheelchair users, and supported them at
the Special Olympics at the Leicester Games last summer. It provides an important service
when local budgets are cut.

x Sl Solihull/Johannesburg i Trafficked Children.l| n support of the | ocal
80 children, the clubs produce hessian bags decorated with painted teabags. The centre
receives no government funding so the bags provide an important income and keep the
children occupied at the same time.

x S| Cardiff T Cape Verde project. Although education is free until the age of 14, higher
education must be paid for so many children do not have this opportunity. £120 per year
supports one girl through her education. Many have become teachers and fundraisers to
sustain the project.

x Sl Weston super Mare i Skirting Science. A very imaginative project requiring a lot of
planning to include Bristol University, local schools, local council. Year 9 pupils were invited
to attend a science day where it was made to be fun and they were asked to choose three
of five interactive workshops they wished to attend. 200 attended and their feedback and
evaluation of the event was such that they have already planned a day in April 2010.

x S| Stafford 1 Carbon footprint. 23 members of the club decided to reduce their own carbon
emissions by 2 tonnes. They worked out a spreadsheet with guidelines from the various
websites they found to measure and reduce their carbon footprint. Over a period of several
months they were able to reduce more than their goal by simple things like reducing car
journeys/recycling waste etc and finally reached over 11 tonnes, proving that it can be done
when properly focused.

x S| Bangor- Itala School. A group of Welsh students went to Mkushi where there was no
education for the poor children. They helped build a new school and it was opened in 2005.
Today over 1000 students attend, where the pas rate is 97%. Half of whom are girls, there
are also adult classes. They offer basic education and also skills training. The unexpected
benefit is a reduction in the crime rate in the area. Anew teaching block is going ahead.
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Sl Abuja Nigeria i Charity sales. The club has created a market stall where anything and
everything can be sold and the profits help the local community. The ladies gave a great
demonstration of an African on stage.

Sl Anguilla i No to plastic bags. A small green island but overrun with plastic bags. They
already recycle and use rainwater where possible but decided on a campaign to rid the
island of plastic bags. They imported a consignment of reusable bags and educated the
store owners to sell them and keep using them. They created posters and fliers and got
involved in the local media/radio and advertised. Subsequently the government were
encouraged to put a tax on plastic bags which recognised the problem so reusable bags
would be more widely used.

S| Nantwich i Where have all the chairs gone. The club started to look and survey where
seats might be useful in the town centre and in shops, for those who are less mobile. They
influenced the retailers and the local mayor to increase the number of seating areas. The
club did an entertaining presentation with musical chairs on stage.

SIGBI Best Practice Awards presented by President Carwen
Announced by Sue Challoner Economic & Social Development APD
1 Tynedale i Rwanda orphans
9 Calcuttai Downtown Microcredit programme
1 Winner Surulere i Craft Shop

Announced by Helen Owen i Education APD
1 Kandyi midday meals
1 Grahamstown i Art/dance/leadership and team building
1 Winner Karachi i Chanesar Goth School Book Bank

Announced by Ruth Dodd i Environment APD
71 Stafford 1 Carbon footprint
1 Loughborough i Sanitation/toilets
1 Winner Anguillai No to plastic bags

Announced by Rita Allen 1 Health APD
1 Asabai HIV Awareness
1 Bombay West i Health projects
1 Winner Bulawayo i Onandi Festival i AIDS/HIV Awareness

Announced by Judith Chadwick i HR/Status of women APD
T Ipswichi Wo me nQautseach project
1  Stockporti Sanctuary Room, Victims of Violence
1 Winner Ipsae i Street harassment of women/girls

Announced by Anne Dunne 7 IGU APD
1 Tunbridge Wells 7 Overseas w o me mwélome leaflet
1 Kidderminster i CWO/Eid/Divali party
1 Winner Dewsburyi Soropt i mi st youdre hired 2

Glynn Rankin i Director of Legal Services, UK Human
Trafficking Centre spoke in support of the Blue Blindfold
Campaign and is currently on secondment to the UK HTC.




The Blue Blindfold campaign, headed by UKHTC, and supported by Sussex Police and
Crimestoppers, is centred around the stark slogan 'Don't close your eyes to human
trafficking'.

Report your suspicions. One of the supporters is the novelist Peter James, "Human
trafficking is the modern equivalent of the slave trade", he states. "It is about butchery - the
butchery of minds and souls for the sex trade and, internationally, the butchery of bodies for
human organ harvesting." These lesser known issues of trafficking are nonetheless
distressing.

Glynn Rankin was called to the bar in 1983 and has been a prosecutor for over twenty
years, holding a number of senior positions within the Crown Prosecution Service. He was
seconded to REFLEX , a multi-agency taskforce, in 2004, where he specialised in serious
and organised immigration crime. He has experience in dealing with cases involving human
trafficking, people smuggling, labour exploitation and related passport and identity theft
offences.

He was a member of the Operation Pentameter team, advising and training law
enforcement, governmental and non-governmental agencies, in legal and procedural
aspects of trafficking. Earlier this year Glynn Rankin’s training session for the FCO was part
of a two-day workshop organised by the Polish branch of the international Non-
Governmental Organisation, La Strada, in co-operation with the Polish Ministry of Internal
Affairs, which covered the Polish National Programme for Preventing and Combating
Human Trafficking. The British Embassy sponsored the event.

He mentioned the work of SI Yorkshire Anti Slavery sub group and also the work of SI Pool
Purple Teardrop Campaign. Other issues raised in these campaigns were the raising
awareness of other issues like the cannabis harvesting using a trafficked workforce.

SIGBI Diamond Education Grant 1 Invest in a woman...and she will do the rest

Ann Garvie introduced this relaunch of the Golden Jubilee Fellowship. As a reflection of
S| GBI Bamnivérsary it seemed appropriate to update the scheme. DEGs are available
to support women who want to change their lives through further education. It is supported
by 365 clubs in 27 countries and since 1971 has granted over 300 awards in many African
countries, UK and Ireland.

A seamstress who was an expert in trouser cutting in Savile Row received a grant to
change direction to be a bra pattern expert.

A letter of thanks for £150 towards a laptop was received by a single mother who needed to
be able to set up her own business

A posthumous thank you to Peggy Hodges from St Albans was given for her legacy of
£5,000 which was to be disbursed specifically for women in engineering

Liz Rose i a current recipient gave a short presentation on her work in Textile
Conservation. She received assistance towards her expenses for travelling from
Southampton to Winchester to complete her training. She gave visual examples of her work

and the intricate processes involved. rvely wi s

kind and exceptionals uppor t o



x Dawn Marie Lemonds i SI Programme Director

A member of SI Newport Harbor, California and a Soroptimist since
1982, Dawn Marie has served the organisation in various capacities.
She has been Federation Director, Desert Coast Region Governor and
Club President.

1 Her remit covers NGOs, 5 UN offices and other countries. She is
very keen to promote the UN involvement, the Millennium Goals
including climate change and Gender Health. She says the UN knows Soroptimists
are women Owho gndwho Wwdrkitogether todadvaneeithe cause.

1 In March 2010 the Beijing+15 will be held in New York City. This will highlight issues

for women moving on from 1995. There will be new initiatives from the UN.

She believes in Print, Promote, Projects, Processes

The OWhere we standd is scheduled to beco
TIS magazine going online

Next Quadrennial Project to be announced at Montreal, it is being worked on

presently
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x  Vote of thanks was given by Lesley Berry, FEC of Sl Yorkshire who thanked both Glynn
Rankin for the Blue Blindfold and Dawn Marie for the International perspective and the United
Nations

x Sl Quadrennial Project Sierra introduced by Anne MacDonald OBE, SIGBI Project Sierra
Liaison

x  Alison Sutherland, SI Quadrennial Project Liaison: Project Sierra: a family and a future
was launched at the SI Convention in July 2007. The project supports women caring for
children in extreme poverty and provides a caring secure family home for children who are
alone or abandoned. The location is Sierra Leone, West Africa and our partner is Hope and
Homes for Children. A Soroptimist for 16yrs, Alison has his year transferred to S| Freetown in
Sierra Leone where she is Adviser for the Sierra Leone Government Ministry on Internal
Affairs, Local Government and Rural Development.

1 Time to take a reality check on day to day living conditions

1 Focus on H&H children living alone, strengthen the support to those living on the

streets

1 70 girls and boys enrolled in September, they had been sleeping in the open and the
programme aims to reunite them with a family member
Encourages the family relationships so the
Involving beneficiaries in decisions builds their confidence 7 simple things like choosing
their lunch menu
1 Meet their mothers, make sure they come from home and not from the streets 1

encourage workshops and meetings
91 Suffering from absence of stability, deprived of role models, the effect of this care on
children is amazing and also on their attitudes
By product is a reduction in abandonment, trafficking, prostitution
The first project to ensure children are looked after while their mothers attend classes
Now on YouTube and gaining profile, many fundraising events on UN days
Sl total £433,225 of which SIGBI £196,756

= =
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x  Vote of thanks by Jane Hasting, President SI Northern England
Soroptimist International presents other Federation Presidents
x Cathy Standiford i President Sl of the Americas

A Soroptimist since 1989, Cathy is a member of Garden Grove Club
in California. She has held several leadership positions at various
levels of the organisation, including club president; region governor
and parliamentarian; federation program council; and S| public
relations liaison. She outlined the Women's Opportunity Awards
program which began in 1972, since then about $25 million has been
disbursed to help tens of thousands of women achieve their dreams
of a better life for themselves and their families. She related the story of Mispah from the
Philippines who so desperately wanted to be a teacher. The women of Guatemala were
helped in their fundraising to provide micro credits which recognised more than 800 teenage
girls. Cindy also mentioned the importance of the Disaster Recovery Fund which helps women
and girls in raising trafficking awareness. All these things go towards empowering women and
making a difference.

x Eliane Lagasse T President S| of Europe

A founding member of the SI Zuid O
mother is a member of SI Ghent. Her interest in Soroptimism and the |
impact it could have on the lives of women and children led her to work for
the Belgian Union as Union Programme Co-ordinator for Health, then
Governor and Union President. As a paediatrician she has a great interest
in child health. Safe water for a safe life is part of the European Federation
focus and reflects the Millennium Development Goal no 7 reference hows= 4l
sanitation. The Federation which consists of 57 countries, 1230 clubs and 35,000 members is
supporting water projects either in partnership or stand alone. Waste water is highest in US
and Europe. In order to redress this, there is an Experience Exchange Pool i investing your
time and experience through information and networking.

x Leigh Ellwood-Brown i President Sl of SW Pacific

A relatively new Federation of 30yrs, it has grown from 3 countries to 12 countries and meets
biennially. The next will be in Queensland 16-18 April 2010.Leigh concentrated on the 6
programme focus areas which their Federation is supporting along with new programme
goals. They are working on improving succession planning in the next 12 months, new
workshops and streamlining, simplifying and reviewing the way they work. Federation
elections will be held online for the Queensland conference.

x Federation President Carwen introduced Hanne Jensbo i Sl International President

x Hanne Jensbo i Sl International President

A member of SI Aarhus in Denmark since 1984, Hanne is a lawyer by
profession and retired from her own company in 2008. She is now
chairman and volunteer i n a 06Woma




women of 20 different nationalities meet each week to have a little time for themselves and

build networks. Her personal motto for her two years as Presidenti s O Act i ouder s pe ak
than Words6 She calls on alll Soroptimists to
and gender perspectives in their work.

She noted the importance of the programme focus reports as this is how our UN status is
justified. She is delighted the strategic plan is coming to fruition and visited the new offices in
Cambridge recently and approves the new staffing arrangements. With a Programme
manager and new Finance Director the setup is becoming more professional. There will be a
new corporate identity and website. Electronic TIS is more professional. She recognises the
strategic partnership with the Girl Guides and Girl Scouts.

Her Moldova Appeal reflects support for the poorest country in Europe, whose Government
will not make changes to alleviate suffering.

x Vote of thanks by Marguerite Woodstock-Riley, Immediate Past President

x S| Best Practice Awards nominations

1 Eliminate poverty and gender discrimination i S| Bournemouth for their programme
of 6 Cement il hitgracyinBanglaesis 6
End human trafficking i Sl Yeovil for their Love Me, Love Me Not bookmark
Ensure access to healthcare i S| Grahamstown for their continuing programme with
the Thuthuzela Centre and Rape Survival
1 Eliminate HIV/AIDS i Sl Carlisle for continuing raising awareness of HIV/AIDS

T
T

The overall winner was S| Grahamstown

x Keynote speaker lan Woodall introduced by Denise Staplehurst, SI Eastbourne and District

x lan Woodall - The Tao of Everest i The Gentle Art of personal
Inspiration and Practical Leadership

lan told the story of his Everest achievements as a story of personal
achievement with the | ady who bec
her during a climb to Mount Kilimanjaro which was one of his first
challenges. He honed his leadership skills on lesser climbs to be where he
was to organise the Everest attempts. They climbed together on both
ascents of the mountain, both the north and the south side. His
determination and decisions were complex and difficult, being the support
of other climbers and his own goals. Such was the strain of climbing that it took 9yrs before he
was able to return to bury his former climbing friend as outlined below. It took a special trip to
do this, going through the strain of climbing the mountain again, only to secure a final resting
place for her body, ignoring his own personal goal at securing the summit again.

He was the leader of the first South African Mount Everest expedition in 1996. The expedition
was sponsored by Johannesburg newspaper The Sunday Times, but its support of the
expedition was later withdrawn. The book o6l nto thin Airdé detail

In 1998 Woodall together with his climbing partner Cathy O'Dowd encountered their friend
Francys Arsentiev during her last hours in life. They called off their own attempt to reach the
summit and tried to help her for more than one hour but because of her condition, the location

9



and the cold weather they were finally forced to abandon her and to start descending,
sacrificing their own attempt on the summit which was in sight.

In 2007 Woodall initiated and led the expedition to Mount Everest, the Tao of Everest, with the
purpose of burying the bodies of two climbers, Francys Arsentiey and an Indian man usually
referred to by climbersas 6 Gr e e n Badveeatlsebdelayed the attempt, and on May 23,
2007, Woodall and Phuri Sherpa were only able to recover Arsentiev's body, and after a brief
ceremony, drop her body off the North Face to join others in their mountain grave.

x Vote of thanks by Jean Campbell, FEC Scotland South
Evening Entertainment

x Musical entertainment by Cordydd introduced by Sue Thomas, President Elect SI Wales
South

Cordydd gave us an hour of beautiful music and
voices. The group formed in 2000 and has since
developed into one of the most successful and
talented mixed voice choirs in Wales. They have
been successful in numerous competitions. They
also competed for the first time in the Llangollen
International Eisteddfod and were delighted to bring
home third prize. Cordydd have travelled to
Barbados and Hong Kong and frequently appear
on TV and radio programmes.

Cordydd released their first CD in 2008. They celebrate their 10" anniversary next year, with
many special events and a workshop with one o
composers, Eric Whitacre.

x Vote of thanks by Selina White, SI South Africa

Close of evening

Saturday 310ctober
x Annual General Meeting chaired by Federation President Carwen Wynne-Howells

President Carwen stated that SIGBI Ltd is now an official company limited by Guarantee and
that she was pleased to declare the AGM open

Immediate Past President Marguerite Woodstock-Riley read the objects of Soroptimism
Gina Coad then called the roll call of the Regions

We stood in silence for In Remembrance of members passing in the last year with special
thoughts for Lynn Dunning

Adoption of the minutes of the 74™ General Meeting in Barbados
Proposed by Hilary Clavering S| Sunderland, seconded by Julie Blackwell SI London Mayfair
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x Presidential Address

In July 1934 the then National Union was granted Federation status and SIGBI was created.
2009 is therefore a landmark and marks the start of the celebrations on 75 years as a
Federation of Soroptimist Clubs. With this
was chosen as the presidentds theme for the
whilst building on the successes of the past.

2009 is also the year when the Federation became incorporated as a Company Limited by
Guarantee, following the decision taken by clubs at the General Meeting held in Barbados in
2008. With a new Board of Directors and governance arrangements in place SIGBI will
operate in an open and transparent way that benefits an organisation for the 21° century and
a new operational plan will be put before the Board at its first meeting.

The recruitment and retention of members is key to the continued success and future viability
of SIGBI. However the current economic climate has been a contributory factor in decrease of
members hi p despite the success of t heverdatedandwilo
reappearas 0 Y e s Welt igQraportant that there is satisfaction at Club level which means
involving club members in active roles.

The PR machine has been revitalised and we are producing a DVD to promote Soroptimism.
This year has also seen an increase in newspaper coverage, radio and TV across the
Federation. Our work has been recognised in Government and Parliamentary and UN debates
on several occasions. Ur website has been the biggest asset.

The Presidential visits have generated good coverage both locally and on the website. Visits
to the UN in New York for the CSW and to the areas where Project Sierra is making a
difference. Other visits to UK clubs were covered well in Soroptimist News and in the local
club areas. Attendance at the Convention in Amsterdam and S| Board meetings in Denmark.
All these promote the profile of SIGBI and the work we do.

Thanks to all those who have held posts during the year and to every member who has given
of their time and energy to support SIGBI in the delivery of its goals. Particular thanks to the
staff at Federation office for their enthusiasm, hard work and commitment to the organisation.

Our aims and Objects are as valid now as the day the organisation was founded, what has
changed is the context in which we operate. 75years on and we have much to celebrate but so

n
y
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much more to do to make those O6Horizons Singbéb

has only just begun.

Annual Report was voted on with 100% returned
The Accounts received a return of 96/1/3%

It was noted that there are vacancies for Treasurer and Finance Director and offers were
invited. The incumbents will remain in standing until 31/3/10.

x Finance Reporti given by Maureen Maguire as June Walker sustained an injury due to a
fall and was not able to be present

The finances of the Federation are not in good order. In the current climate investments have
reduced and not produced the required return. There is not sufficient income to cover the
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commitments. It has been suggested that a 10% cut in expenses would help to keep the deficit
to a minimum, along with phasing out of refunds. The damage currently is -£46,000.

A further suggestion is the increase in capitation fees of 5/10/15% which would be an increase
from £31.19 to £34.21 for Band 4 members. It is also suggested that if members join part way
through a year then 50% of membership be paid to 30 September and pay capitation fee no
matter when they join. It is also suggested that Soroptimist News be reduced in pages and
perhaps published only 4 times a year. The cost of the magazine is £85,000 per year even
with a subsidy of £20,000 from the communications budget.

Conference then moved to accept the Motions of Urgency relating to the Finances and
Standing orders were voted upon. These were passed with 97/2/1%.

x Motions T note that only Constitutional motions need 66% majority

Motion 17 was accepted 96/3/1%

Soroptimist International of Great Britain and Ireland moves that: With effect from 1 April 2010,
the capitation fee for those members in Bands 1, 2, 3 to be indexed linked using the UK Retalil
Price Index (RPI).

Motion 2 T was accepted 98/1/1% with an amendment to be included as follows (in italics)
In the event of a negative RPI, the capitation fees for all members will remain at the current
level set for the Federation year.

Motion 31 was lost 59/31/9%

All surpluses from Federation Conferences should be allocated to a Designated Fund,

separate from the General Fund, to be used for future conference contingency and specific
approved projects not part of the Federationo
Barbados made a surplus of £15,000 despite increased travel expenses)

Motion 4 T was accepted 89/3/7% with amendment to be included as follows (in italics)

All members work to raise awareness of the poor factory conditions, pay and long working
hours of many workers in the footwear, leather, textiles, clothing and toy industries in the world
and particularly in developing countries. In addition, members lobby their own government to
regulate the retail companies that buy such supplies.

Motion 57 was accepted 98/1/1%

All member clubs take positive discernible steps to encourage their respective governments to
employ effective enforcement measures to eradicate Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and
related practices. Therefore, we urge all clubs to lobby governments throughout the
Federation, and join forces with partner organisations such as UNICEF and the World Health
Organisation to work towards the total eradication of harmful traditional practices.

Motion 6 T was accepted 97/3% with the amendment being lost (word specific only)

Each club be encouraged to investigate the adequacy of provision in its locality for homeless
women and girls, in terms of sufficiency, safety, ease of access and gender sensitivity in
service planning and delivery. Where it is necessary, Clubs should advocate for services that
are oOowomen onl yd an dficnebdadf wemdndandgslss t he speci

Motion 7 T was accepted 99/1%

Soroptimists of the Federation should raise awareness about sex-selective abortion and
infanticide and should lobby their governments to use their powers to prevent practices that
lead to it.
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Motion 8 T was accepted by 92/6/2% with amendment to be included as follows (in italics)
Recognisingthatc hi | d marri age is a violation of chil
strongly for the introduction of a legal minimum age for marriage of 16 years in all countries

and for the enforcement of that legal minimum age.

Financial Motions of Urgency

Motion1l 1 was accepted 94/5/1%

The Federation executive Board recommends that members of Clubs in Bands 1, 2, 3 pay
25% of their magazine costs from 1 April 2010, 50% from 1 April 2011, 75% from 1 April 2012
and 100% from 1 April 2013 and thereafter.

Motion 2T lost 64/31/5%
The Federation Executive Board recommends an increase of 10% to the current capitation fee
for Bands 1, 2, 3 and 4 to take effect from 1 April 2010.

Much discussion on this showed that perhaps a lesser increase may have been more
acceptable. President Carwen was disappointed this did not get through and indicated that
there may be more severe cuts proposed during the year.

x Vote of thanks by Jackie Mosedale, Federation President Elect
x  Christina Lamb - introduced by Laura Redhead, President S| London Chilterns

In 2007 Christina was named Foreign Correspondent of the year in
the British Press Awards and the BBC What the Papers Say awards,
the second time she has won both of these. She is currently Foreign
Correspondent for the Sunday Times and has recently moved to
Washington to take up a further foreign post. She started her
journalistic career modestly until an opening came for a position in
Pakistan.

She embraced this move and her first major interview was Benazir Bhutto with whom she had
a long lasting friendship, being invited to her wedding. She continued her friendship when
Benazir returned from exile to Pakistan and was with her during the two bombings, the second
of which killed her. She moved on from Pakistan to Afghanistan in 2006 and experienced
many close encounters with the British troops when accompanying them for her work.

Christina is also a mum and has to combine the two extreme roles. Women cover conflict
differently to men, and having a family grounds her and makes the balance. The role of war
correspondent is such a clash with that of a domestic role, as she graphically explained having
been in Afghanistan to her son& birthday all in one day.

She met Soroptimist Jackie Paling on one of her trips to Afghanistan and she has since met
up with her a few times. Christina has written several books including the Africa House and the
Sewing Circles of Herat, the latter made up of a group of ladies who met together under cover
of a sewing circle. She has since discovered that it was too dangerous for the ladies to
continue to meet and has only met up with one of them recently.
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Her achievements over the years as a foreign correspondent and in the battlefields of recent
wars has given her an amazing insight to an alien world, especially for a woman. She
continues in this role.

x Vote of thanks by Talat Pasha, S| Karachi Central and PAC for Pakistan

Lunch break and buses for Bras in the Bay

There was much media coverage for this event and several buses took the conference
attendees to Cardiff Bay. There was a cordoned off area where many Soroptimists made their
displays of bras. There had been radio broadcasts earlier in the day when Pat Black had been
interviews regarding the event.

Bras in Cardiff Bay at the Soroptimist International Great Britain and Ireland (SIGBI)
Annual Conference in Cardiff

Photo: Andrew Jeffrey

The ABras in the Bayo ever
spectacular success. Hundreds of Soroptimists
brought their bras to Cardiff Bay to benefit an
Oxfam project for women in Senegal. The
_ Rgh W) Millennium Centre in Cardiff is behind this chaotic
‘ FEan scene of Soroptimists with thousands of bras.

To hear the interview on Radio Wales with Hilary Ratcliffe (SIGBI Programme Director and
member of London Chilterns Region) click here http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/8335356.stm
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After returning from the Bay later in the afternoon, there was time to relax a little before the
evening banquet. The change of Insignia was to be a part of the dinner rather than a separate
event afterwards. This was a result of comments made about previous banquets where the
insignia ceremony caused a delay to the meal. As it was, there was a half hour delay. The
timing was better which meant that the banquet could also be finished at a reasonable time.

President Carwen Wynne Howells gave her final address and invited us to think of
Soroptimism as a disease with no cure. Clearly Soroptimists take themselves seriously but by
the same token, we can always enjoy what we do and make it fun and meaningful. During the
pst few days it was clear that the Horizons truly did Sing as she had wanted.

Sue Douthwaite, SI Gosport, Fareham and District compered the outgoing and incoming
Region Presidents after the new Federation Board was announced.

x Federation Officers 2009-10

Federation President - Jackie Mosedale

Immediate Past President i Carwen Wynne-Howells
President Elect - Liz Morgan-Lewis

Vice President T Maureen Maguire

Honorary Treasurer - June Walker in standing to 31/3/10
Extension T Margaret Oldroyd

Finance i Maureen Maguire in standing to 31/3/10
Membership 1 Kate Moore

PAC 1 Hilary Ratcliffe

PR, Marketing & Development i Pat Black
Technical & Advisory i Margaret Emsley

After the change of insignia for all the Regional and National Association Presidents our new

President, Jackie Mosedal e, el
H A ; = Soroptimist International of pNC

Ag}pr_ent i ceo. Jac_nlglee Ngé&t fws e a0,

75" Anniversary year. She would like us all to hold tea oo Piamnie GRS

parties or other events around World Water Day to raise [ RSE— —
£75 to fund a Water Aid project. Jackie announced the s cudtiele
2010 SIGBI Conference in Manchester which will be the
crowning glory of our glittering diamond 75" anniversary
year.

She has chosen a bee theme on the flier as part of the
programme to indicate the importance of fundamental
work down the line. We look forward to working with her in
the coming year.

Music from Diva Delight ended the conference, and now
we look forward to an energetic 2010 with following another excellent and thought provoking
SIGBI Conference.

Vote of thanks by Jackie Mosedale, Federation President
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Following the end of the conference | am delighted to add some images of the SILC Region drinks

party where | was thrilled to have so many members. It promises to be a good year all round.

Front | to r: SILC Region President Elecanna RaffanPresident Julie BlackwelPRLaura Redhead

In friendship
Julie Blackwell

SI LC Region President

16



